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The late Spring Holiday morning dawned fair 

and at 9.30 am the volunteers met at the 

storage container to load the displays into 

transport provided by Wendy and George.

 

By the time we arrived at Oakford Lawn there 

was plenty of activity. Our pitch this year was 

backing on to St. Michael’s Road and was a 

little narrower than usual so we decided to 

‘go deep’ to set out our sales stalls. Christine 

lined the route leading behind the tent with 

her Plants For Sale which provided a clever 

draw to attract people to the book stall.

 

Facing the main ring we had a colourful 

display and the new tables bought with a 

grant from Kingsteignton Town Council were 

well used to exhibit many varied items 

crafted from the wooded remains of the 

excavated barges from Ventiford Basin. 

These proved very popular and one was 

even sold to our local Member of Parliament. 

It is not clear whether it will be on show at 
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It’s Summer!
 

So far we have been enjoying a hot and sunny Summer. It remains to be seen if it continues now 

that the schools have broken up!

 

Whilst the dry conditions have prevented the grass (and weeds) in my garden from showing any 

great evidence, the same is not true in the more moist ground conditions along the canal. Our 

workparty members have been spending most of their time controlling the undergrowth and 

clearing pathways for the benefit of visitors.

 

As you will read in this edition, we have been also out and about promoting our work and raising 

the profile of the canal. The big event on our horizon is now the Open Weekend in September 

and shortly after that the Living Waterways Award ceremony. Whatever the outcome of that, the 

Stover Canal will be known to a nationwide audience and being a finalist will hopefully be a plus-

point in future grant applications. 

 

There has been no adverse reaction to the new format of the Bargee so hopefully most of you are 

enjoying it. Thank you for your continued support.

 

Rob Harris

 

 
Kingsteignton Ram Roasting

Fayre 2017
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her house or The House! 

Many thanks to Andy Cox for his imaginative 

use of some very historic pieces of our 

heritage and for donating his time, and the 

proceeds, to the Trust.

 

The pictorial display focused on the work of 

the volunteers and the progress made in 

restoration. The hope was to attract more 

help from interested parties and we did enlist 

the support of a local Newton Abbot building 

firm whose owner expressed a wish to assist 

in future projects. We look forward to working 

with Allister Parr of A Parr Ltd. at Ventiford 

one day.

 

We had a steady stream of visitors 

throughout the day, many of whom had 

recollections of the canal in former days or 

had relations with direct connections. It is 

always very interesting to hear these stories 

as it underlines how important the canal and 

the clay it carried was to the lives of the local 

inhabitants. It serves to reinforce our 

objective in raising the profile of this 

significant feature of our local heritage.

 

Funds raised on the day totalled £182 to 

which is added £65 from Christine Martin 

from the plant sales. Thanks go to all the 

volunteers involved for making it a successful 

day. 

As mentioned in the last edition, judging of 

our entry into the CRT Living Waterways 

Awards took place on the 12th July.

The two judging representatives were shown 

the work at Graving Dock Lock by Trust 

chairman and vice-chairman, John Pike and 

Paul Taper. Volunteers were represented by 

Pauline and Brian Harrap with George 

Whitehead, and contractors Davin Foster, the 

Rural Craftsman, and Steve Rule from 

Castleford Engineering also managed to take 

time out of their busy schedule to provide 

first-hand input. 

 

After hearing 

about the 

e f f o r t s 

involved to 

achieve the 

r e s t o r a t i o n , 

the judges 

w e r e 

s u f f i c i e n t l y 

interested in 

our plans to 

walk to Ventiford Basin to see the work there.
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Living Waterways Award
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With thanks going to all those mentioned for 

their support, we are pleased to announce 

that the judging panel accepted the view that 

the restoration of the Graving Dock Lock 

warranted a place in the final selection under 

the category “Restoration & Historic 

Environment”.

 

The awards ceremony takes place in 

Birmingham on the 27th September and, 

much like the Oscars ceremony, the winner 

is announced on the night. A short film is 

being produced for the event and a film crew 

will be at Graving Dock Lock on Wednesday 

23rd August. Extras are welcome to come 

along and be recorded for posterity!

Our founding chairman and honourary 

president, Roger Harding, has been 

recognised for his work in the 2017 Newton 

Abbot & District Civic Awards.

 

Roger was the individual winner in the 

Outstanding Service to the Community 

category and was presented with a cheque 

for £75 to be passed on to a charity of his 

choice by Anne-Marie Morris MP. Not one to 

miss an opportunity, Roger asked her to 

investigate whether ther was any funding 

available for furtherance of the work of the 

Trust and she promised to make enquiries.

 

Pondering for a millisecond, Roger has 

kindly  donated the funds to the Trust for 

which we are most grateful and we pass on 

our heartiest congratulations on his 

achievement.

The renovation of St Leonards Church in 

Wolborough Street is being progressed by 

Newton Abbot Town Council and we are 

delighted to hear that Lottery funding has 

now been secured to take it to the next level. 

The Trust has been invited to submit 

material for a permanent exhibition in 

Newton’s Place when it opens for business.

 

As a way of getting local support for the 

project, a series of Open Days are being 

held. We attended the latest of these on the 

24th June with Paul Taper manning the 

stand. Paul reported plenty of interest in the 

canal and all was going well until the 

‘entertainment’ started at mid-day. It seems 

that the volume was such that conversation 

became difficult and more people then left 

than arrived. Hopefully lessons will be 

learned for the next event!

 

Whilst setting up the stand on the preceding 

evening Paul found that he was the last to 

leave - even after the person that locked the 

door. Whilst a key was present inside, due to 

a mechanism problem he was unable to 

unlock the door from his side. 

 

Not enamored with the prospect of staying 

the night in an old church with only an errant 

sparrow for company, he used his mobile 

phone to summon help. With wife Shirley 

outside the door, Paul managed to slide the 

key to her under the door to her using a 

piece of paper. Fortunately the key worked 

and he was successfully rescued without 

bothering the fire brigade! 
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Roger Harding

Newton’s Place

Facebook
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Regular visitors to the Graving Dock Lock will 

have noticed that the finishing touches to the 

boiler structure have been completed.

 

The steambox was fabricated and installed in 

early June in time for the CRT judges visit on 

the 12th July. Purchase of the wood and 

fixings was funded with the last of the Tesco 

‘Bags of Help’ monies and, using an old 

photograph of the structure which was 

originally sited at Teigngrace Lock, Brian Till 

and Paul Taper constructed an extremely 

presentable replica. Now wedded to the 

brickwork of Rob Brotherston, the finished 

item is a great example of the restoration 

work of our volunteers.

 

Alongside the boiler is a wooden seat, also 

made by volunteers, which sits on an 

extended hard base to accommodate a 

wheelchair. 

 

The picture opposite shows the original boiler 

at the yard before the railway was driven 

through the site in the 1860’s. It was then 

that repairs were moved to the next lock 

downstream and the graving dock was 

formed using granite from the Haytor 

quarries brought down by the granite 

tramway.

The biennial Open Weekend takes place on 

the 23rd and 24th September. We will be 

setting up in the usual place on the Old 

Exeter Road near the canal bridge courtesy 

of Sibelco. Parking will be available along the 

private road leading to the East Golds works.

 

We would appreciate help from members 

over the two days, to be on hand for 

refreshment duties or directing traffic to the 

site. Even if it’s just for an hour or two, your 

presence would be appreciated. please email 

at info@stovercanal.co.uk or phone 01626 

362609 to let us know if you are interested.

 

There will be a ceremony at Graving Dock 

Lock on the Saturday at 11.30 am to thank 

funders, volunteers and local dignitaries for 

their help in reviving this important part of the 

canal’s heritage. Stands and exhibits from 

related heritage and wildlife bodies should 

provide an interesting time for visitors, and 

refreshments will be available for donations 

to the restoration cause.

 

Our last event two years ago proved very 

successful with over 1000 visitors passing 
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2017 Open Weekend

Boiler and Steambox Finished

mailto:info@stovercanal.co.uk
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through the gates. Heres hoping for equally 

good weather this year! 

An unusual item has 

been discovered 

alongside the canal.

 

The heavy metal 

shaft, some 34 

inches long, has a 

thread at one end 

holding a bracket 

which appears to 

have been sheared 

off. It is secured by 

a large nut.

 

It was found near 

Ventiford Basin and 

seems unlikely to be 

related to a lock 

gate but the size of 

the piece could 

indicate it was a part of the davit. Equally, it 

may be railway related.

 

Any ideas?

The Kingsteignton Garden and Craft show 

has grown in popularity each year since it 

was started in 2009. Now sited at Oakford 

Lawn, we were invited to attend on the 29th 

July.

 

The weather was not favourable but Wendy 

Yates and Rob Harris managed to set up the 

marquee facing the main ring without getting 

too wet. However the rain really set in after 

2.00 pm until 3.00 when the decision was 

made to up-sticks and retire for the day.

 

A few hardy souls took the time to inspect the 

exhibits and a contact was made with a boat 

builder specialising in wooden craft. This 

may prove beneficial should we commission 

a replica barge for Ventiford Basin in the 

future.

On Sunday 30th July our workparty members 

were given instruction on the specialist 

techniques involved in pointing stonework 

using lime mortar by mason Davin Foster. 

Davin trades under the name The Rural 

Craftsman and was very instrumental in the 

authentic restoration of the Graving Dock 

lock bed.

 

The day ran from 9.00am until 2.30pm and 

saw good progress in grouting the basin 

walls at Ventiford. Davin also reset 

stonework along the top of the section 

running downstream from the davit.

 

We now feel well equipped to complete the 

grouting in preparation for the eventual re-

watering of the basin, subject to obtaining 

planning permission. We are very grateful to 

Davin for his time and instruction and also for 

his support to the whole restoration effort.
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Strange Find

Garden & Craft Show

Lime Mortar ‘Teach-In’
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Our volunteers have placed a new seat along 
the Templer Way countryside walk adjacent 
to the canal towpath in memory of Wilma 
Thompson nee Ritterhausen 1939-2011. It 
can be found just along from Teigngrace 
Lock at the junction of the Templer Way and 
Stover Trail.
 
The siting was agreed by her niece Sara 
Ritterhausen who said her aunt loved to walk 
the fields with her English Pointers and was 
a supporter of the Canal Trust.
 
The seat was constructed by Brian Till and 
stands on a hard base which incorporates 
space for a wheelchair alongside. It has been 
financed from a legacy administered by Sara 
from the estate of her aunt.

Sara is pictured with her aunt’s friends and is 
pleased that there is now a lovely place to sit 
and reflect along the walk.

 - 

A Photographic Exhibition can be viewed 
at the Newton Abbot library on the 18th and 
19th August. Entitled “ Stover Canal - Then 
and Now” it is compiled by archivist Tess 
Walker and shows the restoration progress 
made since the canal society was formed in 
1999. It is open between 10.00am and 
4.00pm each day and admission is free. A 
poster for display can be found at the end of 
this issue.
 
 - A group has been formed to promote the 
reopening of the Heathfield Railway line 
that runs along the canal. Michael Cooke, 
chairman of the Newton Abbot to Heathfield 
Railway Revival Group. Heathfield railway 
station, then known as Chudleigh Road 
station, opened in 1874. It was renamed as 
Heathfield station in October 1882. It closed 
to passenger trains on March 2, 1959, and 
since July 6, 1970, Heathfield has been the 
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Commemorative Seat

Davin Foster (right)

oversees volunteers

at Ventiford Basin as

they learn about lime

mortar pointing.

News in Brief
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terminus of the branch line that once 
stretched all the way up to 
Moretonhampstead. 

Read more at 
http://www.devonlive.com/railway-group-
want-to-reopen-the-heathfield-branch-
line/story-30394003-
detail/story.html#xV2moHz4css50rCS.99
 
There is also a Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/mikecooke123/
 
 - The Tavistock Canal is 200 years old this 
year. An exhibtion is being held over the 
summer at the Tavistock Museum to 31 
October 2017. 

The exhibition concentrates on the exciting 
archaeological researches by Robert 
Waterhouse for a new publication on the 
canal, and will also show some remarkable 
photographs of the inside of the canal tunnel 
taken by photographer, James Bird. 
See more:
 http://www.devonmuseums.net/The-
Bicentenary-of-the-Tavistock-
Canal/Exhibitions//Museum-Exhibition/

 - Archaeology students carried out a ground 
penetrating radar (GPR) survey at Ventiford 
on the 23rd July to confirm the survival of the 
granite tramway beneath the cycleway. We 
can’t wait to hear about what they found!
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www.devonwoodenboats.co.uk
 

www.aparrltd.co.uk

Davin Foster

01626 779058

07812 713005

www.ruralcraftsman.co.uk

Traders mentioned
in this edition

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR YOUR 
UNWANTED  HAND TOOLS!

 
If you are clearing a shed or garage and 

find tools no longer required, the 
volunteers working on restoration can 

make good use of them.
 

Forks, spades, shovels, loppers, shears, 
saws, mallets, pick axes, rakes, 

bricklaying tools and wheelbarrows, all 
will be found of use. 

 
John Steer will be happy to collect your

unwanted items within a 10/15 mile radius
of Newton Abbot.

 
Please contact him on 01626 363529.

 
Thank you.

 

Keep up with events
as they happen:

http://www.devonlive.com/railway-group-want-to-reopen-the-heathfield-branch-line/story-30394003-detail/story.html#xV2moHz4css50rCS.99
http://www.devonlive.com/railway-group-want-to-reopen-the-heathfield-branch-line/story-30394003-detail/story.html#xV2moHz4css50rCS.99
http://www.devonlive.com/railway-group-want-to-reopen-the-heathfield-branch-line/story-30394003-detail/story.html#xV2moHz4css50rCS.99
http://www.devonlive.com/railway-group-want-to-reopen-the-heathfield-branch-line/story-30394003-detail/story.html#xV2moHz4css50rCS.99
https://www.facebook.com/mikecooke123/
https://www.facebook.com/mikecooke123/
https://www.facebook.com/mikecooke123/
http://www.devonmuseums.net/The-Bicentenary-of-the-Tavistock-Canal/Exhibitions//Museum-Exhibition/
http://www.devonmuseums.net/The-Bicentenary-of-the-Tavistock-Canal/Exhibitions//Museum-Exhibition/
http://www.devonmuseums.net/The-Bicentenary-of-the-Tavistock-Canal/Exhibitions//Museum-Exhibition/
http://www.devonmuseums.net/The-Bicentenary-of-the-Tavistock-Canal/Exhibitions//Museum-Exhibition/
http://www.devonmuseums.net/The-Bicentenary-of-the-Tavistock-Canal/Exhibitions//Museum-Exhibition/
http://www.devonmuseums.net/The-Bicentenary-of-the-Tavistock-Canal/Exhibitions//Museum-Exhibition/
http://www.devonwoodenboats.co.uk/index.html
http://www.aparrltd.co.uk/home
http://www.ruralcraftsman.co.uk/Index.html
https://www.facebook.com/stovercanal/?ref=bookmarks
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This publication is copyright to the 

Stover Canal Trust 2017. All text and 

photographs in this publication are 

copyright. Nothing may be reproduced 

without written permission from the 

Trust.

Disclaimer The views expressed by our contributors are 

not necessarily those of the SCT. They are, however, 

published as being of interest to our readership. Nothing 

printed herein may be construed as Trust Policy unless 

specifically stated, and the Trust and its Management 

Committee accept no responsibility for any opinion advertised 

in this publication.

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2017

August 9th Mid Week Work Party
 
August 23rd Filming at Graving Dock
 
August 26th & 27th Weekend Work Party
 
September 14th Mid Week Work Party
 
September 23rd & 24th Open Weekend
 
September 27th CRT Awards Ceremony-fingers crossed!
 
September 30th/ Weekend Work Party
October 1st
 
October 12th Mid Week Work Party
 
October 28th & 29th Weekend Work Party
 
November 15th Mid Week Work Party
 
November 25th & 26th Weekend Work Party
 
 

www.stovercanal.co.uk

Committee Member details can now be found on our website

Contact us by email: info@stovercanal.co.uk or phone 01626 362609

http://www.stovercanal.co.uk
mailto:info@stovercanal.co.uk


Photographic Exhibition:

 

The Stover Canal -

Then and Now
 

Friday 18th and Saturday 19th August 

10am to 4pm,  Admission Free,

at The Passmore Edwards Centre, 

Market Street, Newton Abbot.

 
 
 

Graving Dock Lock before works

 

Graving Dock Lock after works!

 



THE STOVER CANAL 

 

THE STOVER CANAL 

 
OPEN WEEKEND 2017

23rd & 24th September

2017

225th Anniversary

Celebrating the completion of the canal to
Ventiford Basin in 1792

Sibelco East Golds

Teignbridge Entrance

Old Exeter Road

Kingsteignton,TQ12 3QJ

 

Free Parking Courtesy of Sibelco UK

www.stovercanal.co.uk         01626 362609
 

Refreshments available

Exhibitors:

        Torbay Amateur Radio Society

Kelly Mine, Lustleigh

South West Wildlife

Ball Clay Heritage Society

Stover Rangers RSPB

10 am to 4 pm
each day

Minibus service to
Ventiford Basin


